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would be as an instrument of educating the masses into satya-
graha.6 "In this age of democracy, however, it is essential that
desired results are achieved by the collective effort of the people.
It will no doubt be good to achieve an objective through the
effort of a supremely powerful individual, but it can never make
the community conscious of its corporate strength."7 Besides,
"Anything that millions can do together becomes charged with
a unique power."8 As it is, mass movements are essential, and
with patience and perseverance masses have to be organized
and disciplined for the use of collective non-violent technique.

The leader is the very soul of mass satyagraha. Great move-
ments need great leaders for the psychological reason that most
people find it easier to think in terms of personalities than of
ideas. They crave a personal leader even as they need a personal
God.9 A personal leader is even a greater necessity in satyagraha
than in other great movements. For it is only by the impact of
the dynamic personality of the leader, truth and non-violence
in flesh and blood, that ordinary human material can rise to
the level of ethical excellence necessary for the practice of mass
satyagraha.

The satyagrahi leader will try to live up to all the implica-
tions of truth and non-violence. His transparent sincerity and
all-embracing love, culture and dignified bearing will win the
devoted affection and the unquestioning obedience of his
followers, disarm all opposition and endear him even to his
adversary. His control over all the senses will give him creative
energy of the highest order. It will give power to his word and
make his controlled thought self-acting.10 His complete selfless-
ness born of the pursuit of non-possession will make him proof
against self-seeking opportunism and enable him to feel one
with the humblest camp-follower. Firmly rooted in the soil of
his country and saturated with the spirit of swadeshi, he will
represent the best in the culture and tradition of his people. His
faith in God and his clear grasp of the basic moral principles
will make him a matchless general and an unfailing strategist.
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